
An Emancipatory Disability Research (EDR) is carried out 
by and for People with Disabilities.

An Emancipatory Research aims at  for 
people who are discriminated: marginalised people do 
research and themselves, using the information they 
find to .

THE NGO IBO IS ORGANIZING ROUNDTABLE MEETINGS WITH 
COMMUNITY ACTORS TO RAISE AWARENESS ON THE TOPIC OF DISABILITY 
AND INCLUSION AND TO BOOST POSITIVE BOTTOM-UP LOBBYING ACTIONS 
FOR THE PROPOSITION OF POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO ENHANCE 
THE SITUATION OF CHILDREN WITH DISABILITIES AND THEIR FAMILIES.

Access to education for
children with disabilities
in rural villages in Tanzania: 
Results from Emancipatory 
Research within the framework 
of the project “No one left behind”
AID011901

These roundtables will be accompanied by:

Trainings on disability dedicated to the community 
Public events and awareness-raising activities for the community
Specific inclusive school programs for children with disabilties
Awareness meetings with student from Secondary Schools and 
Universities
Monthly meeting with parents of Children with disabilities in rural 
and urban areas.
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In the Iringa District, rural mainland Tanzania. 

Around 95% of the households involved in the EDR get their source of 
living from agriculture. The villages they live in experience widespread 
poverty, geographical isolation, and a lack of available healthcare 
service.

All villages are equipped with schools, some of which are also inclusive 
schools. Nonetheless, their level of accessibility is far from being 
adequate and they lack tailored programs and equipment for Children 
with Disabilities. 

Even if the social stigma related to disability has reduced over time, the 
space for people with disabilities and children with disabilities inside the 
community shrinks, and it is worsened by the scarsity and low power of 
organisations, namely Disabled People Organisations (DPOs). Only 23% 
of the households are actively involved in these groups and 
organisations. 

However, DPOs could play an important role in triggering successful 
paths towards an inclusive and more aware society. 



RESULTS of the 
Emancipatory Research

In Iringa, Children with Disabilities situation is really harsh. 
The EDR showed that children’s deprivation comes from

the late identification of impairments 
the lack of territorial health services 
the families’ low income 
low level of mothers’ education. 

44% of the children in the sample have intellectual disabilities, 
however  of them have multiple disabilities, presenting 
therefore also visual, hearing and physical impairments.

Children with disabilities enrol later than other children, thus, 
they present a lower level of learning and socialization capacities 
compared to their peers. Inadequate schools and health services 
contribute to the late identification of disabilities which allow 
their take over. Gender bias is slightly present, but it increases 
when it comes to higher education. 

In the community, Children with disabilities face discrimination at 
every level, and first it happens within their families. The widespread 
ignorance on disabilities, caused by a system of strong beliefs 
and poverty, the lack of assistive devices or DPOs together with the 
scarce interest from local governments to invest in countering 
these difficulties, contributes to the rooting of a vision anchored 
to a traditional and caritative approach to disability which does 
not allow Children with disabilities and Persons with Disabilities’ 
inclusion.

Based on the EDR results, public programs should support and 
promote:  

investments in assistive devices 
specific trainings for teachers and mothers 
material and immaterial resources for inclusion in schools 
actions towards a general better access to health treatments.  

Strategies to reach these objectives must consider addressing disability 
in a more comprehensive way, 

.   

Priority should be given also to multi-sectorial interventions (school, 
work, health) and to the creation of more

 together with raising public awareness and promoting public 
investments for sensitizing activities.

This can be achieved if 
that will guarantee a longer life 

to projects and interventions.  

 that will 
promote their wellbeing, health, education, and inclusion in the 
community, against social stigma and discrimination.
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WHEN?
1 Between January 

and October 2020  

WHEre?
2 In the Iringa Rural 

District, in the villages 
of Kibaoni, Kipera, 
Isimani and Kidamali 

Who was 
involved?3
169 households, 96 children with 
disabilities, 5 adults with 
disabilities, village authorities, 
teachers, and other official 
representatives 

What was 
research 
about?4
How to increase the inclusion of 
children with disabilities in the 
education system

starting by community-based interventions that will 
foster inclusion, participation, and activism

community

development actors and informal realities coordinate with each
other to promote a life-cycle approach to programming 

Mothers and caregivers need to be at the centre of a new gender-based approach

 supportive environments inside the 


